Report of the Spring Meeting of the London Freshwater Group

The spring meeting of the London Freshwater Group was held at the Linnean Society of London on the afternoon of 29th February, 2008 and at least 50 participants were in attendance for five presentations. The LFG is affiliated to the Linnean Society which gives us the privilege of occasionally using their magnificent meeting room in Burlington House.

First to the plate was Graham Mathews of the Quekett Microscopical Club with a talk on “Freshwater Photo-micrography”. In his talk Graham revealed an array of specialist photographic techniques used to capture stunning images of tiny subjects, particularly in the Rotifera and Protozoa. This was an excellent introduction to the work of the Queckett Microscopical Club with whom the LFG hope to develop closer links. Indeed we have already arranged a joint summer outing with the Queckett to the Basingstoke Canal. The excitable Guy Woodward (QMUL) was our second speaker with a talk on the simple rules that underlie otherwise complex freshwater food webs. His description of a web constructed for freshwater ecologists was the subject of much hilarity and when asked for examples of keystone predators Dr. Woodward told the LFG that he was sworn to secrecy…! Our final speaker before tea was Carl Sayer (UCL) with a presentation on the history of aquatic vegetation in the Norfolk Broads. His talk took the audience back through time to a Victorian age of macrophytes, clear waters and crumpets.

After tea and much social exchange in the library reading room, Anne Robertson (Roehampton University) gave a fascinating talk concerning the distribution of groundwater invertebrate faunas in England and Wales. For many of us this was a revelation and it is clear that much is still unknown of this rarely sampled habitat. Finally, Stewart Clarke (Natural England) provided a summary of progress towards the restoration of England’s protected lakes. It was clear from Stewart’s talk that many English lakes have a way to go before they hit favourable condition, although we can hope of good things for the future. After a brief AGM facilitated by Steve Kett FLS, several members retired to the pub to continue discussions.

The next LFG meeting with be on Friday November 21st 2008 (2:30 pm arrival) at the Natural History Museum. If you would like to get onto the LFG mailing list please supply your e-mail to Sarah Lynch: publicity@londonfreshwatergroup.co.uk
Carl Sayer (LFG secretary)

